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MR. DARWIN ON “THE DESCENT OF
) B MAN,"® B
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new volumes on the * Descent of

Man, which Liwo jnst beou pullished by Mr, |
Murrny, form anothier memeriol of that wnwearied
| reseurch and courageons, if hazardous, spepulation
e ' to which eoience already owes so tauch. - It is now
moro than a dozen years since, on a cortain evoning,

" | two remarkable papers woro n

w‘d)to the Linnean

victy. The one was called * On - the Tendency

iy Of Varietios to depart indefiuitely from tho
noss, from oserloading Origiual. Type,” und Lad been sent by Mr. A, R,

ip 1o Wallnce from the Malny Archipelago. Tuo ofher
ot 9old- | was entitled ** On the Tondency of Species to forin
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would ba yemembored, | fug the matter it was. pros ol

ies, and on the Perpetuation -of Specics
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and Vurietios by Naturul Means of Selection,”
ot provision &nd this ieation Was known tol shupt
voseols, and  from an uupublished book by Mr. Charles Dare
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Divine independenco of species, Porbups thelutter
may dorive song tonsolution from tle fact that
Bir. Wallace, the coworiginator of the Hieory, is
thic anthor of n defenco of miracles against the
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1o becone almost “Wa can scarcely
recall the fuct thnt only a few years ngo o lurge
number of the scientifio on of the country viewed
with little surprise Linneus's time-k d

and show a firms intellectuul grasp of the subjech, -
No losa full of careful ubsrvation, hauid stuleuiont,
aud clenr rensoning are bis _ghapters on Soxual
Selection, and the jufluence of that principle on |
the races of monkind. , As for his generl conclu- |
sion on the subject of! the Duscont of Man, bo i
ticipates that it will bo unplensant o many poople,

who, however, ought to reflect with pride on the |
!ulnhtx;:n ich” man ‘hes renched tho top |
o

0 0} o soale. What wai it the good
Hore Toursdrickh said of the omort P
“ gloring flerooly from under s flaceg of hairer |
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Ioftiest Sereno  Highnusss
smber-locked,  snow-and-roscbloom iden,
Worthx to, glide sylphlike wlmost on ady, whom

ovest, worsliippest a5 o Divino Prescrion,
ich, indeed, symbolivally taken, sho tolus
descended, like th sclf, from that ssme hair-
mantled, ' fint-luiling _ Aborigingl * Anthropoe
phogus " "T¢ s ueodless to say, howser
what an advanco ovan the Anthropopliagis. was
on the Cutarhine or Old World Simia,
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TIIE LONDON SCHOOL BOARD,

The religious question bing tho topio for debato
a4 the weekly mosting of the School Bourd For London
yestavday, tieze wasa very largo tteudance of stiangers.
Tho (oaid met Ju the Coniinissjonors Of ‘Sowere® pesrs ot

: i
xesting plosecdinge, thet Lord Laweence, tho ohifiman,
thought it necesswry to exprosa regrot that the Council
Chamibor was not, a3 bofora, availablo for tho use of tho
Board, on account of the Court of Exchequer bemg held
theie, After the trausaction of some routing busiucss,
Mr. W, H, Sunm, M.P,, propo.ed his resolution on the
eading of tho Bibile, as follows :
“Phiat ia the schnols provided by tho Board the Bible shall be.
o ot subjects’ sbail be given thias
Lhint ‘lnv !uryh istruction the proy

declaration that genern, as well as species, were
priwordinl creations, They were, of course, familiar
with Lamarck’s theory of the trunsuutation of
species, avd the elnborate treatises which had been
written on the fartility of hybrids, snd the varia~
tions among cultivated ~plants and domes-
ticated animals ; but they still clung, in the
absence of olea¥ proof, to thd prevalent notion that
tho plunts und snimals wo sco around us were
lincally descended from nearly similur plants and
enimals, the origin of whicg bad leon o sud-
den and simultancons creation. Mr. Darwin's
doctrine of Nuturul Selection—or, s Mr.  Her-

vt Bpencer prefers to call it, the Sur.
vival of the test—boldly, if not altogether
successfully, gruppled with the first probiem of
phiysical potury, und applied n theory to the pheno-
wena of the universo, which, if it does not gatisfac~
torily expla certuin, stsango blunks and abrupt
trausitions, is in iteelf at loast logically consise
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On the ‘])olntu in disoussion between Mr, Dar~
win and bis opponents, it is not_our province to
suy anything coutroversinl. Whether or not
bis theories are reconcilablo with the prin-
ciples of Natural Theology, or with & true
view of the teachings and limits of Revelation,
are questions to which various auswers huve been
given. Ouo thing is certin: false seience con be
refuted only by trup science, Vituperation is
worse than useless; it is tresson to tznth to got
into n passion with error. Without entering our-
selves upon ILis thorny ground, we may endcavour
within such limits a3 our space allows to give n

rief necount of Mr, Darwin's latest book, consi-
dered ug u plenowenon in literature and o chapter
in the history of soience, The work muy be divided
ito two purts, though these ure intimately related.
The oue contoins an elaborate treatise—full of
minute and puinstaking observation—on Sexual
Selection, which may-be considered as supple-
entary to the theory of Natural Selection ; the

theory to the question of the origin of man, Let
us stite in plain words the conclusion ab which

r. Darwin srrives, * Man is doscended from a
bairy quadruped, furnished with a - tail and
poiuted * cars, probably arboreal in its
babits, and ' an inhabitant of the Old
World.” "Mr. Darwin helf spologises for
having given to bhis follow-oreatures o
pedigre of prodigious length, but ** not of noble
Quality.”  Lady reuders of bia Book, howover,
will learn with satisfaction that_they avo not
nccessurly related” to unmy existing ape or
moukey.."On_the contrary, it is more probablo
thut the ancestars of the Situinn stock (for wan s
supposed to liave divergzed_froms the Cutarhine or
Old World division of tho Simiad, which bestows
upou us all a podigree oxtending Tather beyond
the time of William the Conqueror) wero unlike
any mon or monkey who can now bo found in
Shoreditch or the Zuological Gardens, Our pro-
geniturs, wo are told, probably lived in Africa,
und wero distinguished by thut ornument the
loss of which received Lord Monboddo's
sorious uttention. The successive steps by which
Mr. Darwin reaches this climax can only bo
briefly and i ised here, In
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tho first place, be studies such evidence ns is found

in tho bodily structure of man of bis descent from

some less highly organized form. Ile points out

the singular prosence of rudimentary structurcs in

1an which conneot the human being with mauy

other aniniuls—one of these consisting of certain
hysi i indicati that Lord

was not very far wrong, and another being the
blunt point on the folded margin of the ear.
Then ko brings forward ‘the traces of corre-
spondence between tho ape and the mun; among
thew boing & statement which proves that thero
is some meaving in the schoolboy references to
the timo ** when monkeys smoked tobaceo,” Wild
buboons, we are informed, are fond of beer,
Wihen they drink too much, they have a headache
vext morning, and relish the juice of lomons—
probubly. thecarest approach to brandy and soda~
water which the African experimentalist could de-
vise. One monkoy, after having become intoxicated
with brandy, would never toush it ugain—thus,

ds Mr: Darwin, proving Limself wiser thag
mavy men, But it is in the divection of his mental

-| powers and his moral sense that the important dif-

Jerence exists ‘between man and the brutes, The
intorval batween tho highest type of monkey and
the lowast type of snvage Mr. Darwin admits
to be immense—greater, indeed, than that be-
tween Shakespeate and a_miotocephalous idiot ;e
but he maintaing that it is a differance mot
in kind, but in degree. He gives o thousand
instances of the intelloctuel and emotional pecu~
linrities of the lower snimnls; and affords us,
amongst other things, some remarkable details
about " the characteristica of our kinsman the
monkey, In the Zoological Gerdens he oncasaw &
beboou which always got into a furions rage when
tho keoper took anta ook and began ¢ resd alowd
—though whethor the baboon objected to the
sentiment of the book, or to the pronunciation
of the keeper, wo ara mnob told, An ope whose
acquaiutance Mr. Waterhouse was permitted to
ke, sang excellently; ond that gentleman
@escribes, with almost & pathetio fondness, the
accurute manner in which- the monkey got
through its scales, and Lit the correct intervaly,
Then it is & gredt mistake to supposs that the
movkeys donotuse tools. The chimpanzge graclks
nuts with a stona. The orang is aojuniuted with
the useof the lever. In their wars, the baboons
hurl down atones on their euomies, just lite the
Swies mountaineors—and, by tha way, auy one
who bas seen 8 body of Swiss soldiors, will draw
his own conclusions. Anotber monlkey covers him-
golf 8t night with the leaves of the Pan-
dunus, Al this is chevring. We' judge of o
men by the compnny he keepy, and sometimes

prudent, souial, affectionate ; and, indeed,” aftor
luving vesd various works on the subject by
various writers, one almost, feels bound to protest
against tho theory that there is eny affinity be-
tween man and the spe—es an injury done to the

deseription of the picture of the rise and progress
of man drawn by Mr. Darwin in these two
89,39 | striking volumes, nior yet of his theory on the de-
38,2027, —inoresss, | elopment of the intellectual and moral facultios

durin

the conventional barrier erected between instinct
end reason, Mr, Herbert Spencer has clearly
shown how an animal

67— | 8
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in ita turn produces an organic function whioh may
bo attributed to instinct or any other hypothetioal
{source. Mr. Durwin's ohaptors on iou as
thinking snitmal are fall of admi 2 i
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by the condition of bis forefathers, We are glad|
tolearn that the lower snimals are so kindly,

We cannot enter bere into even the briefest

primeval times, Of course, he gots rid of

driven by neoessity to
upply certain wants, induces in itsclf & corbain
Ohiication of - straoture, whioh teniis wedes
wilar conditions to become hereditary, and

other cousists of an’ application of the doublo

as & matter of religions
This_guestion of rolizious teaching
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Ho hoved the resolution would not he_accspted as
descriling hus own private point of view. s object was
to meot in_ th sutisfuctory mannor possible tho
question, how to convey the Lot instruction to the
children'who would ba brought under the opetation of tho
Board, ond the proposul he now made scemed to him to bo
the oully made of properly applying tho spirit of the Eda
cation Act, 50 as to niect the Wil of thometropolis, I
spirit of tlie Act distinetly reco 0 uecessity of ra
glous instruction for children educated under g n
Act, and the 7th uud 14th sections laid down the condin
tlone under wwhich i eliould bo convoged, for fhiey pro-
tected the okildren from any atreipt i giitice pasticular
‘viows of Churoh dicipling ot doguas, -He admitted that,
whilo the Ast digtiuctly recoguiced the, principlo,of reli-
@ous ingtruction, it did not rofer by name o' the Diblo,
although it did exolude dictinctive Sormulaties. Tho
Bourd was to b entrusted with the education of the
noglocted ohifdrun of Loudon, and upnn it rosted tho ro.
spousibility of providing adequ ol ascommodation
whero it did uot exist, and of secking out the uncducatad,
and cowpelling them, if nocesaury, o attend the 10'i0ols,
and the 1iblo was tho only boclk upon. which cou'd by
bai that pri

conduct o

| theweolves in thy
way or oth

iair own lives” His rosolution did not absolutely insist
1at tho Bible should be read in s3hools, Tho paronts, to
gin with, had the protoction of {ho coneolence olaise,
ond tiers might alzo bo exoeptional schools or combinn:
tions ot childien to whom exceptional teaching might b
given if their paronts so desired. 1t was tho duty of the
Board to deel with those excaptions
any prosclyticing influence whatever, or providing 1o
chiuery to udvanco the views or donominatiounl purposcs
Any sevt whateser, from tho doing of which tlioy wers
cleaddy prohibited by Act of Pariament. It would, of
oournd, be malied how it was possible to read the Bibls
and impart slementary relipious instruction without ad=
vaucing the iutere-ts of partioular sects, r, Jiear.)
His aniswer 153 that even ab thopresent time tho religious
{eaching taught in_donominational dny-schools did ot
tond to make the children denominational. He hiud stsong
opinions himsolf a3 to what the roligious toachitg shoutd
in_ovety coiool, but he was not propared b thrust
them forward, and ‘his ouly wish was that the children
should have some yound foundation of religions truth upon
which to form their own opinious wheu they cazo to years
of maturity, (Chens,

T
th

Mr. 5. Nontey, B.P, in briofly seconding the motion,
enid it was desirablo to introduc ns littlo chango os pos-
sible into the existing sohools, atd he would examine, con-
{rol, and elimivute so nsthat, wherever it

wight be ueedfal

0
the echools ons of ita primest featurss to tuke the Bible
fromit. (Cheers.) He belioved in tho Bidla as the bost
and greatest book  ever publislied, and that men of all
ranks and sges might from it obtain that which would
bo of ssxvics to thom both in this world and the uext;
abill, o was not propared to press it whers i
Tas pot wantad, 5o, boworer, know suacihing abous

Tavlng men, aud know that a great proportion of thom,
although they themselves might be utterly indifferant to
the wnnhing of that book, desired that their children

shiould mot imitate their Exrlm'r\le. The paticular classes
who were to be banefited by the now schools wors thos
Who through thom would recelvo_thuir only opportunity
of leamiitg tho commonest notions of 1. Tho
teachors, bo believed, as.a boly would soora the ide. of
degrading their office fot tho mare purpose of extondiny
eir own denominationd views. For toachors wo wana
sonsiblo men and women who would offend a3 faw yurcnts
s possiblo, aud his own belief waa that ten times as many
arants would be offeudad by the exclusion of religiois
25 by ita iutroduction, car, hoar.) The
Board should 1ot it be undorstood that it was their desiro
and intention to promote the rending of tho Bible, and &
onest, unsctarian teaching of watehed by.
inapection and other mothods most keenly, (Cheers,)
o Rov. Mr, Roosas 050 to movtho following amend.-
ment:

ubjocts beat suited for. €hat 50100
‘which it s designed,

abotract, resolution like that propozsd by the bon.
‘membor for Westminster, would bs bighly misohfevous,
ein w on opplo’ of discord into @ hitherto har.
‘monious assembly, aud tho result mone could foretell, Tt
Waa 1ok tho business of the Board to Iy down abstract

a

ohildren otlicrwise than in & denominational epirit. B
sidoy, who was to fiud out whether tho teachiug was de-
nominational o not? Who was to teach the Bible;
tho senior teachor or pupil teachor; or way it
to ho read, s was o ofien tho caso mow, in
a dlip-shod 'way by o child? In every parish or
distelo thers Woulll Lo guro, o zomo parents
who swould _objoct, and tho children who it had
oon euid might withdraw would be:plucsd i a very
nvidious position in which the Bonrd had no right to
place thom, ~ (Hear, hear.) Putting aaido all questions
of sympathy, and looking at this quostion as men of
business tho' Bonrd would bo very unwiso to pass this
motion. Education was in a transition state in this
country; we wore passing fiom tho old stuts to the
 “and tho Tonrd was elecied o build uj

it odoi
waats, £ it built upon the old lines, the building would
soon collayise. No olio wasa greater friend of Noligious | e
Education than ke was, and Lo believed strougly thers
could bo no education that was nob based uponit. Ha | Jo
d in his time taught the catechism and all tho vest of it, | a;
but that system wust be now changed fr amother, an
to that ehiango ho asked the Board to_adapt itssif, Wa
sworo bonnd to come to a ssparation of religious ond secu.
lac tenching, (No, no” and cheorn,) - Hia adsico was | 1o

ors, an
tho soeular education of tho clildren committed o their
chargo, Tho Sunday Schools were ll crowded, and in
connaction with all denominations thers were immonse or-
Ennimﬁum for t!ach(ninli ous instrution, and ¢o them | B
o would leuve th work, . (Choers, &
Tho amendment was not seconded.
_ Mr. 7, O A an be- | B
Tigving Mr. Smiti's motion was thoroughly impracticible, | 3¢
and that under its inuence demomiuational teaching | 1y
would bo given, whatever tho Board might instruct o
o contrary, ouses of Parliamen oix | G
comardics_ought not to have thrown tho dificulty of | gt
settling this question upon the Board, but they failed to s
perform {iioir duty, thowing that the time had amived * i
When the State oould uo longer logislute for the veligious (o5
instruction of tho p Ho quoted Cobden, John Gy
Stuact Mill, Ki A

-3

eoplo.
, Kingaley, nad others & opport his viows
and ergued that the actus operation of this resolution

an
‘would favour tho Church of Lugland, becauso it hed the | 5
largest number of scholars, snd it would (hrough it

gl
toschars and managers be infusing, at the exponso of

other . donominations, Church of England tesching 0!

was zob taught now.

‘ag that right U
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day schools of the

¥ g;lull?urgr of Afan, and gum‘h‘nn ;n relation to Sex,
harles Darwin, DLA! "B.S. 7M. ~Fndou :
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—would bring o hornet's nest into the com
d it the resolution were carried sucioty at ma:
uso volunary offots would oate -t
night/bevouAd Mvhesing My, po
ul.’:b.:.ﬁ?:)vhyx\:hmhzmsd; bat Bioke’, o



